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Diverse Expertise

Who is ADMIRE?



Science on board…

Participation in INTERREG provides an unique opportunity

It allows to explore and exchange thoughts and test 
theoretical frameworks

• Theory versus practice leads to new insights and research 
questions

• Policy-relevant research can complement more fundamental 
research

• Also makes you more humble (reality is often more complex 
than scientific theory)



Peatland Restoration

“Our main goal is the restoration of 6 fen peatland landscapes, 

with in total 250 hectares. 

The start of a long-term commitment to build resilience.”



What we brought in…

- A Landscape Ecological System Analysis (LESA)

- GHG flux measurements

- Water system maps

Some cases 



Biodiversity monitoring

Key invertebrate
groups

Indicator species
identified

Spiders, ground
beetles, hoverflies
and grasshoppers

Species 
occurence
linked to 
groundwater 
table

49





Adaptive management

Management 
after restoration
measures

Typical fen peatland
mosses need
- Light
- Water
- Minimal disturbance

Mowing, cutting
trees

Manually
Using specialised
machinery

Decision-tree
Use and
adapt management
annually 





Looking beyond our nature reserves

Co-creation workshops Talks with private land 
owners and farmers





Challenging sites that require a little more 
effort to understand

• The sites operate in complex and 
contested contexts, shaped by public 
support, legal challenges, trust, and 
diverse stakeholder interests

• The sites have complex ecological and 
hydrological functioning, shaped by 
layers of historical interventions and 
modifications over time.

Yet there are opportunities to unlock their opportunities for biodiversity, climate mitigation 

and adaptation 



“De Zegge”

Historically a wetland landscape — De 
Zegge developed as a low-lying, wet 
landscape strongly shaped by water, 
with marshes, wet grasslands and peat-
rich soils.

1955-1962: Large scale drainage and 
reclamation for agriculture (a small part 
was saved) 

Large scale restoration outside the 
Zegge to stop subsidence and intensive 
care actions within the Zegge 



“Laakvalleien”

Natural valley landscape — the
Laakvalleien developed as a wet, 
stream-dominated landscape, with
meadows, marshes and small-scale
agricultural land use.

Drainage and reclamation

Industrial and infrastructural
pressure



“Breukberg” 

Breukberg developed as a rare wet 
heathland and slope-mire system, fed by 
groundwater emerging on the slope.

Hydrological disruption — drainage and 
infrastructure contributed to desiccation 
and deterioration of the mire 
ecosystem.

Through ADMIRE, an artificial 
groundwater seepage barrier was placed





Ensuring long-term cooperation

A platform for nature 
managers, scientists, 
decision-makers, 
market

Workshops, field visits
Thematic

Peatland platform
Veenplatform
Vlaanderen-Nederland



Our experience in a handbook

Practical guidelines and 
tools 

Restoration and 
management of fen
peatlands

Mainly for nature 
managers 

Veenboek



Thank you!











Get in touch


